
Unfinished Business: Delving into the
Complexities of Dissident Irish Republicanism
Unfinished Business: The Politics of Dissident Irish Republicanism is a
comprehensive and insightful exploration of the motivations, strategies, and
impact of dissident Irish republicanism in Northern Ireland. Written by
renowned scholar Brian Feeney, the book offers an in-depth analysis of this
often-misunderstood and marginalized political movement. Through
extensive research and interviews with key figures, Feeney unravels the
intricacies of dissident republicanism, shedding light on its origins,
ideologies, and evolving tactics.
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Historical Context and Origins

To fully grasp the dynamics of dissident republicanism, Feeney begins by
examining its historical roots and the broader context of the Northern
Ireland conflict. He delves into the legacy of the Troubles, the Good Friday
Agreement, and the deep-seated grievances that have fueled republican
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resistance. By tracing the emergence of dissident groups after the Good
Friday Agreement, Feeney provides a nuanced understanding of their
motivations and the reasons behind their rejection of the peace process.

Ideological Underpinnings

Central to the book's analysis is the exploration of the ideological
foundations of dissident republicanism. Feeney delves into their
unwavering commitment to a united Ireland, free from British rule. He
examines their Marxist and socialist leanings, their rejection of the
"securitization" of the conflict, and their insistence on the legitimacy of
armed struggle. By dissecting their ideological framework, Feeney offers a
critical insight into the motivations and justifications driving dissident
republicanism.

Organizational Structures and Tactics

The book also provides a detailed overview of the organizational structures
and tactics employed by dissident republican groups. Feeney analyzes
their hierarchical leadership models, recruitment and support mechanisms,
and methods of funding and resource acquisition. He examines their use of
violence, including bombings, shootings, and paramilitary activity, while
also considering their non-violent activities such as community organizing
and political campaigning. By unraveling their strategic approaches,
Feeney sheds light on the challenges posed by dissident republicanism to
both the Irish state and the broader peace process.

Relations with the Mainstream Republican Movement

A key aspect of the book is its exploration of the complex relationship
between dissident republicanism and the mainstream republican movement



represented by Sinn Féin. Feeney examines the ideological and strategic
differences that have led to the fragmentation of the republican movement.
He analyzes the ongoing tensions, rivalries, and attempts at reconciliation
between the two factions, highlighting the complexities of the Irish
republican landscape.

International Context and Support

Feeney also explores the international context of dissident republicanism
and its ties to other organizations and movements. He examines the
support and solidarity extended to dissident groups from Irish diaspora
communities, as well as their links to international leftist and nationalist
organizations. By considering the broader global context, the book
demonstrates the multifaceted nature of dissident republicanism and its
connections beyond Northern Ireland.

Impact on the Peace Process and Security

Unfinished Business also assesses the impact of dissident republicanism
on the Northern Ireland peace process and security landscape. Feeney
analyzes the challenges posed by dissident violence to the stability and
progress achieved since the Good Friday Agreement. He examines the
security measures implemented by the Irish and British governments and
the ongoing efforts to counter the threat posed by dissident groups. By
exploring the security implications of dissident republicanism, the book
provides a deeper understanding of the complexities of post-conflict
societies.

Brian Feeney's Unfinished Business is a must-read for anyone seeking a
comprehensive understanding of dissident Irish republicanism. Through
rigorous research and expert analysis, the book provides an invaluable



insight into the motivations, strategies, and impact of this multifaceted
political movement. Feeney's exploration of the historical, ideological, and
organizational dimensions of dissident republicanism offers a critical
assessment of its significance and the challenges it poses to the peace
process in Northern Ireland.
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