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"The Palgrave Handbook of Political Elites" offers an unparalleled
examination of the individuals who hold the reins of power in societies
around the world. This comprehensive handbook delves into the origins,
behaviors, and impact of political elites, providing a multifaceted
understanding of the individuals who shape our political landscape.

Edited by renowned political scientists, Professor John Higley and
Professor Richard Gunther, this handbook draws upon a wealth of
empirical research and theoretical perspectives to illuminate the complex
workings of elite power structures. With contributions from leading experts
in the field, the handbook explores the different dimensions of political
elites, including their recruitment, career paths, decision-making processes,
and influence on political outcomes.

Delving into the Intricacies of Elite Formation

The handbook begins by examining the processes through which political
elites emerge. It explores the role of social stratification, education, and
career opportunities in shaping elite recruitment. The contributors analyze
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the different pathways to political power, highlighting the factors that
determine who gains entry into elite circles.

Moreover, the handbook investigates the strategies employed by political
elites to maintain their positions of influence. It examines the use of
patronage, networks, and symbolic resources in elite self-preservation. The
contributors shed light on the tactics used by elites to perpetuate their
status and limit the upward mobility of challengers.

Dissecting the Influence of Elites on Decision-Making

A key focus of the handbook is the role of political elites in decision-making.
The contributors explore the ways in which elites shape policy outcomes,
both through formal institutions and informal processes. They examine the
influence of elite consensus, factionalism, and ideology on policy
development and implementation.

The handbook also analyzes the impact of elites on societal outcomes. It
investigates the role of elites in economic development, social welfare, and
political stability. The contributors provide empirical evidence to assess the
extent to which elite behaviors and decisions affect the well-being of
society.

Examining the Intersection of Elites and Social Stratification

The handbook recognizes the close relationship between political elites and
social stratification. It examines the ways in which elite power is intertwined
with economic inequality, social class, and cultural capital. The contributors
analyze the role of elites in reproducing social hierarchies and perpetuating
patterns of inequality.



Moreover, the handbook explores the impact of social movements and
citizen participation on elite power structures. It examines the challenges
posed by outsiders and underrepresented groups to elite dominance. The
contributors provide insights into the ways in which social activism can
influence elite behavior and policy outcomes.

: Unlocking the Secrets of Elite Power

"The Palgrave Handbook of Political Elites" serves as an invaluable
resource for scholars, students, and policymakers seeking to understand
the dynamics of power and influence in society. Through its comprehensive
analysis, the handbook provides a deeper understanding of the individuals
who shape our political systems and the impact they have on our lives.

By unraveling the enigma of political elites, the handbook empowers
readers to engage critically with the complexities of power structures and to
explore avenues for promoting greater inclusivity and accountability in our
political systems.

Discover the secrets of power and influence with "The Palgrave Handbook
of Political Elites." Free Download your copy today and embark on a
journey into the fascinating world of those who hold the keys to our political
destinies.
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