
Immigration Policy in the Age of Punishment:
Reimagining Justice and Belonging
In an era characterized by heightened fear and insecurity, the treatment of
immigrants within our societies has taken a decidedly punitive turn. The
rise of detention centers, increased deportations, and a hostile political
rhetoric have created a climate of fear and uncertainty for millions of
undocumented immigrants living in the United States and other countries.
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Print length : 344 pages

In this groundbreaking book, "Immigration Policy in the Age of
Punishment," a team of leading scholars and activists examine the
profound ways in which immigration policy has become intertwined with the
criminal justice system. They argue that the punitive approach to
immigration not only violates the rights of immigrants but also undermines
the fabric of our democratic societies.

Punishment and Exclusion

The authors begin by tracing the historical roots of the punitive turn in
immigration policy. They show how, in the wake of the September 11th
attacks, the U.S. government adopted a policy of "zero tolerance" towards
undocumented immigration, which led to a dramatic increase in
deportations and the construction of a vast network of detention centers.

This shift towards punishment, the authors argue, is driven by a deep-
seated fear of the "other." Immigrants, particularly those from Muslim-
majority countries, are often seen as a threat to national security and social
cohesion. This fear has led to the creation of a two-tiered justice system, in
which undocumented immigrants are subject to a lower standard of rights
than citizens.

The Human Cost of Punishment

The punitive approach to immigration has had a devastating impact on the
lives of millions of immigrants. Deportations have torn families apart,
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disrupted communities, and left people fearing for their safety. Detention
centers, moreover, are often overcrowded and unsanitary, and detainees
are often denied access to basic medical care and legal representation.

The authors provide harrowing accounts of the human cost of the punitive
turn in immigration policy. They tell the stories of families who have been
separated by deportation, of children who have been traumatized by
detention, and of people who have been denied basic human rights.

Reimagining Justice and Belonging

In the face of this crisis, the authors argue that we need to reimagine
justice and belonging for immigrants. They call for an end to the punitive
approach and for the creation of a more humane and just immigration
system.

This new approach, they argue, must be based on the recognition of the
human rights of all immigrants, regardless of their legal status. It must also
be based on a commitment to due process and the rule of law.

The authors propose a number of concrete policy reforms that would help
to create a more just and humane immigration system. These reforms
include:

* Ending the use of detention for immigration enforcement * Providing a
pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants * Investing in
immigrant integration and community development * Reforming the criminal
justice system to reduce the number of deportations



"Immigration Policy in the Age of Punishment" is a powerful and timely
indictment of the punitive turn in immigration policy. The authors provide a
compelling case for a more humane and just approach to immigration, one
that is based on the recognition of the rights of all people.

This book is a must-read for anyone concerned about the future of
immigration in the United States and other countries. It is a call to action for
all of us who believe that justice and belonging are for everyone.

Free Download your copy of "Immigration Policy in the Age of Punishment"
today
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