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Goethe's Faust is a timeless masterpiece of German literature. First
published in 1808, the play tells the story of Faust, a brilliant but
discontented scholar who sells his soul to the devil in exchange for
knowledge and power. The play has been interpreted in many ways, but it
is ultimately a meditation on the human condition and the search for
meaning in life.

Faust is a complex and flawed character. He is intelligent and ambitious,
but he is also arrogant and reckless. He longs for knowledge and power,
but he is not prepared for the consequences of his actions. Faust's journey
is a cautionary tale about the dangers of hubris and the importance of
humility.
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The play is written in verse, and Goethe uses a variety of literary devices to
create a rich and evocative atmosphere. The language is both beautiful and
powerful, and the imagery is striking and memorable. Faust is a challenging
play, but it is also a rewarding one. It is a work of art that can be enjoyed on
many levels, and it continues to inspire and challenge readers today.

John Williams' Translation

John Williams' translation of Faust is a masterful work of scholarship and
art. Williams has a deep understanding of the German language and
culture, and his translation captures the beauty and complexity of Goethe's
original work. Williams' translation is also eminently readable, and it makes
Faust accessible to a new generation of readers.

If you are interested in German literature, or if you are simply looking for a
challenging and rewarding read, I highly recommend Goethe's Faust. John
Williams' translation is the definitive edition, and it is a must-have for any
serious reader of literature.

About the Author

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was a German writer, poet, and philosopher.
He is considered one of the greatest figures of German literature, and his
work has had a profound influence on world literature. Goethe was born in
Frankfurt, Germany, in 1749. He studied law at the University of Leipzig,
but he soon turned to writing. Goethe's early works were influenced by the
Sturm und Drang movement, but he later developed a more classical style.
Goethe's most famous works include the plays Faust and Wilhelm Meister's
Apprenticeship, the novel The Sorrows of Young Werther, and the poem
"The Erlking." Goethe died in Weimar, Germany, in 1832.



About the Translator

John Williams is a British translator and scholar. He is known for his
translations of German literature, including the works of Goethe, Schiller,
and Nietzsche. Williams' translations are highly praised for their accuracy
and elegance. He has won numerous awards for his work, including the
Schlegel-Tieck Prize and the Goethe Medal. Williams is a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Literature and a member of the Free Download of the
British Empire.
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