Foster Care, Immigration, and Citizenship: A
Comprehensive Guide for Pennsylvania

Foster care, immigration, and citizenship are complex and often
interconnected issues. In Pennsylvania, there are over 15,000 children in
foster care, and a significant number of these children are immigrants or
have parents who are immigrants. These children face unique challenges,
including language barriers, cultural differences, and legal complexities.
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This guide is designed to provide a comprehensive overview of the legal
and social landscape of foster care, immigration, and citizenship in
Pennsylvania. It will cover topics such as:

= The legal framework for foster care in Pennsylvania

= The rights of immigrant children in foster care
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= The process for obtaining citizenship for immigrant children in foster
care

= The resources available to support immigrant children and families in
foster care

The Legal Framework for Foster Care in Pennsylvania

The legal framework for foster care in Pennsylvania is based on the
Pennsylvania Child Welfare Act of 1980. This law sets forth the legal
requirements for the placement of children in foster care, the provision of
services to children and families in foster care, and the termination of
parental rights.

Under the Child Welfare Act, foster care is a temporary placement for
children who cannot be safely cared for by their parents. Foster care is
designed to provide children with a safe and nurturing environment while
their parents work to address the issues that led to the placement.

The Child Welfare Act also sets forth the rights of children in foster care.
These rights include the right to:

= Be safe and free from abuse and neglect

= Receive appropriate care and services

= Have a voice in their placement and care

= Be reunited with their parents or other family members when it is safe
to do so

The Rights of Immigrant Children in Foster Care



Immigrant children in foster care have the same rights as other children in
foster care. However, they may face additional challenges, such as
language barriers, cultural differences, and legal complexities.

The Child Welfare Act prohibits discrimination against children in foster
care based on their immigration status. This means that immigrant children
have the same right to be safe, to receive appropriate care and services,
and to have a voice in their placement and care as other children in foster
care.

However, there are some specific legal issues that immigrant children in
foster care may face. These issues include:

= The possibility of deportation. If an immigrant child is placed in
foster care, their parents may be deported. This can be a traumatic
experience for the child, and it can also make it difficult for the child to
maintain a relationship with their parents.

= The need for legal representation. Immigrant children in foster care
may need legal representation to help them navigate the complex legal
system. This can include help with obtaining citizenship, fighting
deportation, and advocating for their rights in foster care.

The Process for Obtaining Citizenship for Immigrant Children in
Foster Care

Immigrant children in foster care may be eligible to apply for citizenship.
The process for obtaining citizenship is complex, and it is important to seek
the advice of an attorney. However, the following is a general overview of
the process:



The child must be eligible for citizenship. To be eligible for
citizenship, the child must be under the age of 18 and must have been
in the United States for at least five years. The child must also be of
good moral character and must not have committed any serious
crimes.

The child must file an application for citizenship. The application
for citizenship is called Form N-400. The child's foster parents or legal
guardian can file the application on the child's behalf.

The child must attend an interview with USCIS. After the application
is filed, the child will be scheduled for an interview with an officer from
USCIS. The officer will ask the child questions about their background
and their eligibility for citizenship.

The child must pass a civics test. As part of the citizenship process,
the child must pass a civics test. The test consists of 20 questions
about U.S. history and government.

The child must take the Oath of Allegiance. After passing the civics
test, the child will be scheduled to take the Oath of Allegiance. The
Oath of Allegiance is a pledge of loyalty to the United States.

The Resources Available to Support Immigrant Children and Families
in Foster Care

There are a number of resources available to support immigrant children

and families in foster care. These resources include:

The Pennsylvania Office of Children and Families. The Office of
Children and Families is responsible for providing services to children
and families in foster care. The Office can provide information about



foster care, help with finding a foster home, and provide financial
assistance to foster families.

=  The Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition. The
Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition is a statewide
coalition of organizations that provide services to immigrants. The
Coalition can provide information about immigration law, help with
finding legal representation, and advocate for the rights of immigrants.

= The National Foster Care and Adoption Directory. The National
Foster Care and Adoption Directory is a database of foster care and
adoption agencies. The Directory can help you find a foster care
agency or adoption agency in Pennsylvania that can meet your needs.

Foster care, immigration, and citizenship are complex and often
interconnected issues. This guide has provided a comprehensive overview
of the legal and social landscape of foster care, immigration, and
citizenship in Pennsylvania. For more information, please contact the
resources listed above.
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