Exploring Cultural Competence In
Professional Development Schools Research
In: A Comprehensive Guide

Cultural competence is a critical skill for educators in today's increasingly
diverse classrooms. Professional development schools (PDSs) are
uniquely positioned to promote cultural competence in teacher education
programs through their partnerships with schools and communities. This
research guide provides a comprehensive overview of the latest research
on cultural competence in PDSs. It includes best practices for promoting
cultural competence in schools and teacher education programs, as well as
resources for further learning.

Cultural competence is the ability to effectively interact with people from
different cultures. It involves understanding and respecting the beliefs,
values, and practices of other cultures. Culturally competent educators are
able to create inclusive learning environments that meet the needs of all
students.

PDSs are partnerships between schools and universities that provide
teacher candidates with opportunities to learn and practice teaching in real-
world settings. This unique environment makes PDSs ideal for promoting
cultural competence. PDSs can provide teacher candidates with
opportunities to:
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= Engage with students from diverse backgrounds. PDSs are
typically located in diverse communities, which gives teacher
candidates the opportunity to work with students from a variety of
cultural backgrounds. This exposure helps teacher candidates to
develop a better understanding of different cultures.

= Learn from experienced teachers. PDSs are staffed by experienced
teachers who are committed to cultural competence. These teachers
can provide teacher candidates with guidance and support as they
develop their own cultural competence.

= Participate in professional development opportunities. PDSs often
offer professional development opportunities on cultural competence.
These opportunities can help teacher candidates to learn about best
practices for promoting cultural competence in the classroom.

There are a number of best practices that PDSs can implement to promote
cultural competence in teacher education programs. These best practices

include:
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Creating a welcoming and inclusive environment. PDSs should
create a welcoming and inclusive environment for all students and
teachers. This means creating a space where everyone feels
respected and valued.

Providing opportunities for cultural exchange. PDSs should
provide opportunities for cultural exchange between teacher
candidates and students. This can be done through activities such as
guest speakers, field trips, and cultural celebrations.

Fostering critical thinking skills. PDSs should help teacher
candidates to develop critical thinking skills so that they can challenge
stereotypes and biases. This can be done through activities such as
discussions, readings, and simulations.

Supporting teacher candidates in their development of cultural
competence. PDSs should provide teacher candidates with the
support they need to develop their own cultural competence. This can
be done through mentoring, coaching, and professional development
opportunities.

There are a number of resources available to help PDSs promote cultural

competence in teacher education programs. These resources include:

The National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE). NCATE has developed a set of standards for cultural
competence in teacher education programs. These standards can help
PDSs to develop and implement programs that promote cultural
competence.



= The American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
(AACTE). AACTE has developed a number of resources on cultural
competence in teacher education. These resources include articles,
webinars, and books.

= The National Education Association (NEA). NEA has developed a
number of resources on cultural competence for educators. These
resources include lesson plans, activities, and professional
development opportunities.

Cultural competence is a critical skill for educators in today's increasingly
diverse classrooms. PDSs are uniquely positioned to promote cultural
competence in teacher education programs through their partnerships with
schools and communities. By implementing best practices and using the
resources available, PDSs can help to ensure that all students have access
to a culturally competent education.
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