Committees and the Decline of Lawmaking in
Congress: Legislative Politics and Power

Committees are the workhorses of Congress. They hold hearings, draft
legislation, and oversee the executive branch. In theory, they are the

engines of lawmaking in Congress. But in recent decades, the power of
committees has declined, as party leaders have asserted more control over
the legislative process. This has led to a decline in the quality of legislation
and a decrease in the ability of Congress to respond to the needs of the
American people.
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The Rise of Party Power

The decline of committee power is largely due to the rise of party power in
Congress. In the past, committees were relatively independent of party
leaders. They were able to set their own agendas and make decisions
based on the merits of the issues before them. But in recent years, party
leaders have become more assertive in their control over the legislative
process. They have used their power to appoint committee chairs and
members, to set committee agendas, and to control the flow of legislation
through Congress.

The rise of party power has had a number of negative consequences for
lawmaking in Congress. First, it has led to a decline in the quality of
legislation. Party leaders are more interested in passing legislation that
benefits their party than in passing legislation that is good for the country as
a whole. This has led to a decrease in the number of bipartisan bills that
are passed by Congress. Second, the rise of party power has made it more
difficult for Congress to respond to the needs of the American people. Party
leaders are more focused on winning elections than on solving problems.
This has led to a decrease in the number of bills that are passed by
Congress that address the needs of the American people.
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The Decline of Committee Power

The decline of committee power has had a number of negative
consequences for lawmaking in Congress. First, it has made it more
difficult for Congress to pass legislation. In the past, committees were able
to work together to develop consensus on legislation. But in recent years,
party leaders have made it more difficult for committees to reach
consensus. This has led to a decrease in the number of bills that are
passed by Congress. Second, the decline of committee power has made it
more difficult for Congress to oversee the executive branch. In the past,
committees were able to hold hearings and investigate the executive
branch. But in recent years, party leaders have made it more difficult for
committees to do their oversight work. This has led to a decrease in the
ability of Congress to hold the executive branch accountable.

The Future of Lawmaking in Congress

The decline of committee power is a serious threat to the future of
lawmaking in Congress. If party leaders continue to assert more control
over the legislative process, it will become increasingly difficult for
Congress to pass legislation that is good for the country as a whole. It will
also become increasingly difficult for Congress to oversee the executive
branch.

There are a number of things that can be done to address the decline of
committee power. First, party leaders need to give committees more
autonomy. They need to allow committees to set their own agendas and
make decisions based on the merits of the issues before them. Second,
Congress needs to adopt rules that make it more difficult for party leaders
to control the legislative process. These rules could include requiring a



supermajority vote to pass legislation and giving committees more power to
amend legislation. Third, the American people need to demand that
Congress do a better job of lawmaking. They need to let their elected
officials know that they are not satisfied with the current state of affairs.
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