
Bulgaria Under Communism: A Historical
Overview
This book provides a comprehensive overview of Bulgaria's communist
period, from its origins in the early 20th century to its collapse in 1989. It
explores the political, economic, social, and cultural aspects of Bulgarian
communism, and its impact on the country and its people.
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The book is divided into four parts.

1. The Origins of Bulgarian Communism

2. The Stalinist Era

3. The Zhivkov Era

4. The Collapse of Communism
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The first part of the book examines the early history of the Bulgarian
Communist Party (BCP),from its founding in 1891 to its seizure of power in
1944. It explores the BCP's ideological development, its relationship with
the Soviet Union, and its role in Bulgaria's political and economic life during
the interwar period.

The second part of the book focuses on the Stalinist era in Bulgaria, from
1944 to 1956. It examines the BCP's consolidation of power, the
establishment of a Stalinist dictatorship, and the implementation of a
centrally planned economy. It also explores the impact of Stalinism on
Bulgarian society, including the purges, the collectivization of agriculture,
and the suppression of dissent.

The third part of the book examines the Zhivkov era in Bulgaria, from 1956
to 1989. It explores Todor Zhivkov's rise to power, the liberalization of
Bulgaria's political and economic system, and the country's increasing
integration with the Soviet Union. It also examines the impact of the
Zhivkov era on Bulgarian society, including the growth of nationalism, the
rise of consumerism, and the emergence of a dissident movement.

The fourth part of the book examines the collapse of communism in
Bulgaria in 1989. It explores the factors that led to the collapse, including
the economic crisis, the political liberalization, and the rise of civil society. It
also examines the transition to democracy in Bulgaria, including the
challenges of economic restructuring, political reform, and social
reconciliation.

This book is an essential resource for anyone interested in the history of
Bulgaria under communism. It provides a comprehensive overview of the



period, and it is written in a clear and engaging style.

Reviews

"This book is a major contribution to the study of Bulgarian communism. It
is the first comprehensive overview of the period, and it is written by one of
the leading experts on the subject. The book is well-researched and well-
written, and it provides a wealth of new information and insights." -
Professor John Lampe, Emory University

"This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of Bulgaria. It
is a comprehensive and authoritative account of the communist period, and
it is written in a clear and engaging style." - Professor Charles King,
Georgetown University
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